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4 a new hotel company was formed ! The Race Horde. Days. 


with W. P. Hams as president, eit ovn | 
Charles Baur secretary and Jacob Tk e@lling of the famous Axtell 
Baur treasurer. They purchased, was accomplished Bere. The win» 
s property dp made a oe pu. ning of Nancy Hanks now buried 
of changes and improvements. IM, nÜ p vate 
Sometime later the four-cornered iv x vi rd gU eg p ud pes. 
racetrack and light harness racing {staveyara an ner 7 ; and 
came into prominence; in fact, it bratad by the hor : men gathered 
I became known around the world here and it has mattered not wheth- 
Jjas the speediest track ever built] er the racetrack is ia of the 
N E SED men ES jare sa | Ipast, it hee continued a popular 
all over e country and othe ‘ a! ! MATS 
| countries here and the Terre Haute stopning 2 J, ahaa late 
|| Haute House took on a new promi- Under ti ownership o 
nence. Gathered around the his- Crawford Fairbanks the hotel was 
M toric old bar, hand-carved and made .the center ot life in Terre Hauta. 
i of gong mahogany, have e eei Business, professional and social, 
got the outstanding men in bo | lviti , fo- 
sports and in politics. The biggest as well as Adae d " 
J| horsemen in America and Europe! cused here. A naming o zm 
have stood there quaffing and talk- during the last years of the second 
ing. Bets were made here, big bets epoch of the Terre Haute House 
which made the eyes of old David will recajl that what has been 
Cazee, who was an employe in this writien aré facts. 
bar for many years, open wide, In tall if; you will Charles Baur 
fact, this colored man, who was sá Retail you w | aries ur 
dwell liked by everyone, was emi Reuben Butz, Chria|Knelpp. R. G. 
| ployed. at the Terre Haute. House Watson, D. J. McMahon, W. G. 
nt he diog zA acus] .Bhook,, E. W. Wa.eyrp, C. A. John- 
e grillroom on the north, w | 
its beautifully-tiled floor of red and En =n others wt i. is 
blue, most artistic, and its finely- hosts in en atmosphere amous 
carved mantel with brackets above its hospitality from) the very be- 
the fireplace, was the scene of many ginning. > | 
P ae do a battle. 1t In 1927 ,tlíe new Terre Haute 
made and won, of bets paid of | House was bufit on the site of the 
horse trading and selling and also old Prairi¢ House after the his- 
of plenty of good fellowship among' torio old hbstelry was razed. The 
late Crawford Fairfanks, the last 
owner, had; passed this life, but his 
heirs, knowing weli, his desire to 
rebuild the Terre Hikute House to 
give to thé city a hotel which’ is 
the last word in elegance and serv. | 
ice, employed a fine architect, who, | 


friends. 

Men have been made ‘wealthy: 
men have been made abjectly poor 
in -this hotel, It has housed fabu- 
lous wealth.: It has given shelter 
to men down on their luck. Con-: 
ferences of.jockeys have been held 
here. Indeed, if the old bar or even 


one of wa lel tiles: could aoe incidentally, was the. one chosen by 
there would be many an astonishing | 
story told. by ne .Mr.. Fairbanks, himself, to build 


his memorial to his wife, the Clara | 
- Fairbanks Home for, Aged Women. 
Mr. Russ and a fifm of builders 
were employed to lift high the ideal 
which this benefactof and financier 
had left behind him. 

Standing today inthe west edge 
vof Chauncey .Rose's| farm of 320 
acres is a moguer to benefac- 

: NS 


Ari Tw 


tion, a monument to the business| ous if they were not there, the 
accumen of a number of former | seem so much a part of the hostelr: 
Terre Haute citizens whose objec- The opening of the new hotel wa 
tive was not alone to make money |a brilliant event in Terre Haute 
for their own estate, but forward | history. It was commensurate wit 
the city of their choice by affording | the history, the being and the mag 
a hotel commensurate with what|nificence of a hotel which | ha 
the city should have. ^|always been far in advance of th 
This was the third epoch of the|city itself. 


hotel. Each as entirely different in The beautiful Mayflower Room 


its motif as could possibly be. 
huge dining salon on the east ha 
E pas aes on tie een added since the new hotel wa 


ness which was Terre Haute. A he 
settling of a prairie “high ground,” btHlt, It is really a sight-seeln 
where deer “and bear wandered at|Place and the plastic paintings | 
will amid the trees at the north line | Dasrellef which cower the north an 
ot the ownership. ! `“ | south walls showing scenes alon 
The Whippoorwill cried in trees | tha historic Wabash’ River, as we 
that surrounded the hotel in those as the oll paintings of the ear! 
early years, the prairie wolf howled, | landing on these shores of plonee: 
but did not come nearer. There) seem singularly significant and prc 
were primitive ‘conveniences, like!clafm the importance, which th 
tallow candles for illumination. No|'Terre Haute House has held in th: 
call bells. Big log fires in fireplaces, | community, even when it wa 
but plenty of hospitality and good|*"CHhancey Rose's Folly.” 
fellowship. 


Monument to Builders. 


The next, the Terre Haute House, f 
the second epoch. “Wh, that called 
into its doors men and women from 
all over the world. Incidents in 
livea most important, date back to, 
|the. Terre Haute House. Careers 
assembled themselves through visits 
| made here, wealth was rolled up in 
'many incidents. And there were 
heart burnings and rejoicings when 
the word went forth that there 
would be the new hotel ralsed on 
the same site. 

* Hanging In the lobby of this 
Wwlendid new Terre Haute House 
Me paintings of the two famous 
lÀÁce horses, Axtell, raised on the 
IÀms Farm south of the city, and 
N&ncy Hanks, Framed are they in 
hatgings of red velvet and gilt, For 
soie way it would seem incongru- 
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